
promised.  May our donations 

of food at this time of 

Thanksgiving also find its way 

to feed those in who are not 

as fortunate as we are. 

 

Our God is revealed as a 

God of open arms who 

always welcomes us with care 

and protection.  Saint Paul 

says, “God has chosen us to 

be his,” and “God has given 

us every spiritual blessing”. 

The feeling of welcome is 

a good one, and it comes not 

only when we are welcomed 

into a house but also when 

we are welcomed into a 

conversation, into a group 

activity, into another person’s 

joys and fears. 

Thank you, God, for 

those who have opened their 

home, mind, and heart to us. 

May we do likewise. 

May we remember also 

the gifts we have thanked 

God for bestowing upon us.  

These are the gifts we have 

placed on our classes’ 

Thanksgiving murals.  May we 

remember our pledge to 

share our gift as we have 
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Dear Parents, 

October has come and gone.  With many activi-

ties in store this month like; Volleyball tourna-

ments, report card distribution and interviews  

as well as the Remembrance Day celebration, 

our upcoming month is also busy.   

Please check our  web site as it is updated 

weekly and any changes to this publication will 

be posted there.  www.holytrinity.ecsd.net 

We look forward to meeting with many of you 

during the parent/student/teacher conferences 

at the end of the month.    

Let’s remember those brave soldiers that 

gave their lives for freedom. The freedom 

we enjoy each day.  

 

Mrs. C. Nissen,  Mr. G. Gauthier 

Mr. D. Hatch, Mrs. C. Theberge 

 



Parents/guardians are invited 

to attend a Remembrance 

Day Celebration to be held 

in the school 

gym on Tuesday 

November 10th  

at 11:00 a.m..   

Remembrance Day 

Celebration 

School Council 
The School Advisory Council (SAC) is the primary 

method of communication, advice and consultation 

between the school administration and the parent 

community.  Holy Trinity School has a very active and effective SAC.  

Congratulations and thanks to the parents who accepted the SAC 

executive positions for the 2008-2009  school year.  

On Wednesday November 4 the AGM will be held and nominations for 

the position of Chair, secretary, treasurer and Vice chair will be called for.  

Our meeting will continue to run with a  secretary and treasurer until after 

the elections and an on going agenda will be produced by the principal.  If 

you have any items that you would like on the agendas please forward 

those to Cathy Nissen at nissenc@ecsd.net one week prior to the meeting 

date. 

Our Next meeting will be held November 4th at 7PM in the CTS lab.  

Please join us! 

The first report card will be 

distributed to all students on 

Friday, November 13th. 

Parent/Teacher interviews will 

be held on Thursday, 

November 19th from 3:30 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m.  More details will be 

sent home with the report 

cards.   

Report Cards & Interviews  

Halloween Costume Challenge  

Trinity’s challenge with AOB was well challenged by our 

students who costumed within 50 students. of AOB. 

CONGRATUALTIONS AOB! Thanks to all those who 

participated  it was a great event. We will challenge 

them again next year!  

Drug Awareness Session Nov. 4th 7PM in 

the LIBRARY 
If you follow the news, you may be aware that there has been 

a couple of drug related deaths in the Edmonton area in 

the last year.  It is extremely important that young 

people take this information seriously.  In these incidents, 

usually the victim took what they believed to be 

Ecstasy.  Some police investigators believe that 

Methamphetamine (Crystal Meth) is being sold as 

Ecstasy.  These drugs are very harmful and should be 

avoided.  If you have further questions, please contact 

Mr. Dumont or Constable Hannas at 780-462-5777. 
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Grade 12 Retreat  

On November 18 - 21, forty grade 12 students will be 

going out to Camp Encounter for a grad retreat. On 

the retreat the students will be 

continuing their faith journey by taking a 

look at the past and where they are 

headed for the future.  More details will 

follow next month once we return from 

the retreat 

St. Theresaôs Bazaar and Craft Fair 

CWL Bake Sale, Mini Raffle  

Door Prizes, CWL Café 

November 21st and 22nd 

Saturday 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 

St. Theresa’s Church 

7508 29 ave. Edmonton 

H1N1 Information for Parents  from The Edmonton Catholic School District 

 
As the flu season approaches, and the concern with the H1N1 influenza continues, it is 
important for all parents and guardians to know that each school in the Edmonton 

Catholic School District has developed an individual site Pandemic Plan. This plan 

will ensure the continuity of your childôs education, in case of an increased absentee-
ism in the school of students and staff.   

 

In addition, Alberta Health Services has asked all schools to report an absentee rate in 
excess of 10% in both students and staff.  Alberta Health Services will then work with 

schools through Public Health on communication and preventative measures. Moni-
toring school absenteeism can help identify the arrival of influenza in the community. 

It is very common that during the flu season, many schools will report a 10% or 

greater absentee rate.  

The symptoms of the seasonal flu and the H1N1 influenza are similar and can include: 

fever, cough, muscle aches, lethargy and lack of appetite. Some people with the H1N1 
influenza have also reported runny nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea in 

addition to a cough and fever symptoms. The seasonal flu and H1N1 influenza are 

thought to spread from person to person through coughing or sneezing. Please ensure 
that your child washes their hands frequently, covers their cough, and if your child is 

sick with the flu, we encourage you to help prevent the spread by keeping your child 
at home until 24 hours after their symptoms disappear. Thank you for your continued 

support.  



 

Volleyball News  

Holy Trinity will be hosting their annual Junior High 

volleyball tournament on Nov 6 and 7.  We have 16 

teams participating including Holy Family, St. Hilda, St. 

Clement, Sir John Thompson, Father Troy, St. Rose, 

Vernon Barford, DS MacKenzie and Edith Rogers.  We 

wish all the teams the best of luck.  

Congratulations to the junior girls volleyball team for 

winning the Queen Elizabeth tournament on Oct 16 -17.   

The senior boys and girls volleyball teams had a great 

time competing at the Kelowna Secondary tournament 

on Oct 15 -18. 

Volleyball playoffs begin this week and we hope you can 

come out and cheer on our teams.  

RAP News 

(Registered Apprenticeship Program) 

 

On Wednesday, November 26th at 7:00 pm, there will be a one hour 

informational session at Holy Trinity High School for Grade 10 and 11 students 

and their parents who are interested in being considered for placement in high 

school RAP.  Students who are interested in working in one of the fifty trades in 

Alberta while still attending high school should attend this event.   

Students who are successful would begin their trades program training in July and 

would continue their placement during the first semester.  After seven months of 

employment, the student generates 46 credits toward their high school program.  

Students return to classes in the second semester. 

Applications and all other program documentation are given out at this event.  

You must be in attendance in order to be considered for this program.   

Additional information regarding apprenticeship can be found at the following 

Alberta Government site: http://www.tradesecrets.gov.ab.ca  

Letters will be mailed home to all Grade 10 and 11 students during the beginning 

of November to invite them to the November 26th evening session.  Mark your 

calendars to attend this very special event. 

Athletics  

Advent, part of a joyous celebration that includes both Christmas and Epiph-

any, begins on Sunday, November 30th
 .   It is a season of joyful hope and spiri-

tual expectation; a time for preparation, prayer and generosity.  Advent is a 
time of excitement, wonder, joy, and anticipation as well as an attentiveness 

to get things into order for Christmas.  Like the excitement of awaiting the 
birth of a child, much preparation and anticipation awaits the joyful day.  
Just as the focal point for parents is the birth of their child, the focal point of 
the Christmas season for Christians is God becoming one of us in Jesus.  

During Advent and Christmas, we retell the story of Jesus’ coming. God 
wanted to show us the depth of divine love so God sent us Jesus.  Jesus en-
tered into our humanity to bring us salvation, healing, and joy.  In Jesus, God 

has come among us. The season draws to a close on Epiphany, January 6th
: 

the Three Wise Men symbolize the whole human family for whom Christ 

was born.  

Just as parents savour the anticipated birth of their child, we don’t want to 
rush into the customs of Christmas before we savour the rituals connected 

to Advent.  There are many customs and traditions that help us in this wait-
ing period for Christmas.  Advent calendars, songs such as “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel, setting out an empty stable (creche) are some signs of 

preparation for the coming of Jesus.  The Advent wreath is another tradition 
that gathers the family in a prayerful setting to reflect on the gifts that God 

had given us. 

The traditional Advent wreath consists of evergreen branches formed into a 
circle with four candles representing the four weeks of Advent.  The circular 

wreath is a sign of God’s eternal love for us.  The evergreen branches sug-
gest the faithfulness of God, which is always alive and fresh.  The four can-

dles (three purple and one pink) represent the four weeks before Christmas.  

The pink candle is lit on the third week as a symbol of rejoicing. Each week, 
as we light additional candles, the light gradually increases as we move 

closer to the coming of the Lord, the Light of the World. 

A prayer to share with your family 

O God, 

As light comes from this candle, 

May the blessings of Jesus Christ come to us, 

Warming our hearts and brightening our way. 

May Christ the Saviour bring life 

Into the darkness of this world. 

Lord Jesus, fill us with your love, make us joyful in faith and hope and keep us 

safe in your love. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Advent: a Time of Preparation and Prayer 

Basketball News  

Basketball Tryouts will begin in a few weeks and we 

encourage students to come out.  2009 -2010 Coaches 

Sr Boys:  Mr. Kiryluk, Mr. Ryan  

Sr Girls:  Mr. Scott, Mr. Dumont, Mr. Spilak  

Jr Boys:  Mr. Wilson, Mr. Bianco, Miss, Eliuk, Miss 

Cairo 

Jr Girls:  Mr. Mendez, Mr. Batac  

Pom Team 

Pom team has been practicing for a few weeks now 

and we wish Miss Nigro, Miss Bitner and the girls a 

wond 

Dodge ball IntramuralsT he organization of dodge ball 

teams is under way and this popular noon hour activity 

will be starting in the next couple weeks.  Drop down 

to the gym at lunch to see what itõs all about. 

Junior High Volleyball Tournament 

Sixteen junior teams will compete in our annual volleyball 

tournament on November 6 and 7. I’m sure we will see 

some tremendous talent and the competition is always excit-

ing.  We hope you will come out and support these young 

athletes. 

http://www.tradesecrets.gov.ab.ca/


                       Important Dates:_________________ 

NOV.  10 Remembrance Day Celebration @ 11:00 AM 

NOV. 11 Remembrance Day NO CLASSES 

NOV. 18, 18 &20 Grade 12 Grad Retreat 

NOV. 13 Report Card Distribution  

NOV. 19 Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 

NOV. 20  NO Classes Inservice Day  

DEC. 17 Advent Celebration @ St. Theresa Church 

DEC. 18  Last Day Off Classes/ noon dismissal  

7007-28 Ave 

Edmonton, Alberta  

T6K 4A5     

Phone: 780 462.5777  

Fax: 780 462.5820 

Email: nissenc@ecsd.net 

  

 CHECK  OUT  OUR 

WEB SITE AT  

www.ho lyt r in i t y .ecsd.net 

Reflection for Remembrance Day-

Come let us remember; who we are, 

where we have been, the experiences 

that have shaped us, the good and 

the bad, and equipped with a vision 

of ourselves that is truly focused, and 

without distortion, let us commit all 

that we are into the hands of God,  

to be used to bring to reality the 

great and noble dreams of peace, 

and brotherhood, 

and love, in our community and 

through the world.  

Message... from Debbie Engel, Chair of the Board of Trustees and Joan Carr, Superintendent, Edmon-
ton Catholic Schools:   
A message from Debbie Engel, Chair of the Board of Trustees and Joan Carr, Superintendent, Edmon-
ton Catholic Schools:   
 
Catholic Education Sunday, November 1, 2009, gives us the opportunity to reflect on the importance of 
Catholic education and how we are unique ï beginning with Jesus Christ who is the foundation for life, 
curriculum and culture of Catholic schools.   
 
It is a time to pause and reflect on how we need to preserve this sacred gift of Catholic education.   
 
The Minister of Education, the Honorable Dave Hancock, is currently opening the Alberta School Act 
and making changes to it.  He is requesting input from Albertans as soon as possible.  This is an excel-
lent opportunity to let the Minister know that we value and support Catholic education in our province.  
Please take a few minutes in the next week to call, email, or write to the Minister, your own MLA or the 
Premier.  Your message could include ideas such as: 

Catholic education governed by Catholic elected trustees in Catholic school districts needs to be 
preserved and protected.   

Catholic school boards and districts should be accorded exactly the same rights and entitlements 
as public school boards and districts within any new legislation. 

You can contact Minister of Education, the Honorable Dave Hancock, at: 

Phone:780-427-5010  Email: dave.hancock@gov.ab.ca  Address: 224 Legislature Building, Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6 

mailto:dave.hancock@gov.ab.ca
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Catholic Education Sunday will be celebrated this year on November 1st, and what a time to celebrate the successes that our students enjoy in Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.   A recent news release states that overall, the 2009 Provincial Achievement Tests indicate that our students in Grades 3, 6 and 9 con-

tinue to exceed the province in a large number of subject areas over time.   Grade 12 students continue to exceed the province in English Language Arts 

and Social Studies courses, and our district has seen growth in the Math and Science Diploma marks.  As well, the provincial government has just released 

the “Accountability Pillar” for all school districts which is a summary of a district’s overall performance.  The October 2009 report indicates a continued 

high level of confidence in our district and reflects the excellent results achieved by our schools. 

 

As we begin this month, education in the Province of Alberta has indeed been on the forefront of government discussions and action, media reports, and 

has defined much of the time spent by both the Board of Trustees and our administration as they work together to discuss, adjust and respond to the 

recent announcements by Alberta Education.  We have also heard from the Minister of Education that the Province will be revising the School Act, an im-

portant document that directs the workings of all school districts within Alberta. 

 

Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Board of Trustees hosted a parent engagement evening for all interested parents on October 1, 2009 at St. Joseph High 

School.   The participants had an opportunity to hear some specifics as to budget reductions within education in the Province and specifically how those 

reductions affect our school district.  As well, parents met in small working groups to discuss and gave their input.  Please check our district website, 

www.ecsd.net, to find information regarding the three areas of discussion covered that evening.  I would like to encourage all who value quality Catholic 

education – parents, teachers and other stakeholder groups to become actively involved by being informed and responsive in having your views heard.  

We, in Alberta, are one of just a few provinces who continue to enjoy provincially funded Catholic education, and we must work diligently to preserve 

that right. 

 

On Wednesday, November 11, 2009 all schools and district sites will be closed.  Each year in November, school staffs, students and parents join in re-

membering and honouring women and men who have served our country in both combat and peacekeeping roles.  I would encourage parents to take the 

time to discuss with their children the reason we have this special day, and to join their children’s schools for the celebrations that will be held. 

 

May God continue to bless each of you, as we work together to positively and effectively meet the challenges that are being presented by the difficult 

financial realities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joan Carr 

Superintendent 


